Clacton Rugby Club
After many weeks of preparation, Clacton Rugby Club had their first fixture of the season when they made the short trip to Furze Hill, Mistley on Saturday.  Clacton compete in the Essex Leagues, whilst Mistley play their games under the Eastern Counties banner, and so they made ideal pre-season opposition for each other.

The Seasiders travelled with a squad of 25 players, and it was agreed before the kick-off to split the time with two periods of 25 minutes, before finishing with two periods of 15 minutes, and also to play with rolling substitutes.

Matt Mahoney, the new Clacton coach, was anxious to see as many of the players as possible in a game situation, but was slightly thwarted when early injuries prevented James Barbour, Aaron Redpath, Kouros Kemp and Shane Jerram finishing the full 80 minutes.  However, he was able to include Alex Chitticks, newly moved to the area and having his first game in a Clacton shirt, and Darren Hotten, recently returned from his overseas adventures.  The vast majority of last season’s players were also on show, and everyone had a good run-out on a warm afternoon when it was better to be a spectator.
Clacton managed to score three tries to the home sides’ one, but the scoreline was unimportant as both clubs managed to get some proper rugby in.

This Saturday, the Clacton first team have another pre-season game when Mersea Island are the visitors to Vista Road.  Meanwhile, the second team – the Kestrels – begin their Suffolk Merit League campaign with a visit to Colchester Cavaliers.  Both games kick-off at 3.00 pm.
